Beaufort Sea Strategic Regional Plan of Action (BSStRPA)

Draft Project Proposal - August 31, 2005

Title

Biophysical Research Requirements for Beaufort Hydrocarbon Development

Background

Over the past 5 years several research gap analyses and related studies have been conducted by the Inuvialuit, Government departments and industry (eg. Beaufort Sea 2000, ESRF, PERD, CAPP, individual companies) related to coastal and offshore hydrocarbon development for the Beaufort Sea. These studies, in addition to consultations with northern communities, regulatory and environmental agencies, Territorial and Federal departments and industry will be used to identify biophysical research requirements to assess and proceed appropriately with hydrocarbon development.

Proposal

Using the INAC overview of anticipated hydrocarbon exploration and production development scenarios for the Beaufort as the basis for assessment, existing Inuvialuit, regulatory, government and industry research gap analyses and related studies will be reviewed to document the available knowledge of biophysical research needs. This draft document will be discussed with northern communities, regulatory agencies, CEAA, CAPP, government departments and industry then updated and finalized. 

This proposal will proceed in parallel with other project initiatives undertaken by the steering committee. Priority research initiatives already underway while this project is being completed would be included in the final documentation. 

Deliverable

Report documenting biophysical research needs required to assess and proceed appropriately with proposed hydrocarbon exploration and production scenarios for the Beaufort Sea. The deliverable will be a living document which will be periodically revisited and updated as development plans unfold.

Participants, Lead Organization

Members of the BSStRPA steering committee and additional participants as required from federal and territorial government departments, northern communities, regulatory agencies, environment agencies will make up the managing committee. The lead organization would be the Joint Secretariat. Scientific authority will be selected by the steering committee.

Schedule

The project would be initiated this fiscal year and carry over into 2006/2007. The schedule of activities would include:

· Month 1-2: participants identified, detailed proposal goes to bid through Joint Secretariat.

· Month 3-4: proposals submitted

· Month 5: proposals reviewed and contract awarded

· Month 6-8: compilation of existing information into draft document

· Month 9: draft document completed and sent out to all interested parties

· Month 10-11: consultations

· Month 12: report updated

· Month 13-14: report reviewed and accepted/rejected by BSStRPA committee

Cost Estimate:

1. reports and data compilations, access to information: $40K

2. consultations: $40K

3. reporting: $10K

Total: $90K 
Source of Funds

Funded by BSStRPA with contributions from participants over 2 fiscal years

Contacts

Steve Blasco (NRCan), Norm Snow (Joint Secretariat), Bill Livingstone (Devon/CAPP), Ruth McKechnie (INAC)
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